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WECOME REMARKS

Professor Datuk Dr. Danny Wong, Director of the Institute of China Studies
I wish you all a warm welcome to the "Revival of Religiosity and Its Impact on China
Today" International Seminar, organized by the Institute of China Studies (ICS),
University of Malaya, under the sponsorship of the YTL Corporation.
Established in 2003, ICS's primary mission is to study the transformation of the People's
Republic of China and its repercussions upon the wider world. Multidisciplinary in scope,
we research a wide spectrum of China related issues ranging from political science and
international relations, social economics and cultural studies. The focus of today's seminar
is on the important subject of Chinese religiosity. Our plan is to examine and question how
the resurgence of traditional Chinese philosophy and religious beliefs will reconfigure the
mainland's moral landscape.
The organizing of an academic gathering can sometime be as productive as the event itself.
In this case, we had assistance from many quarters, and chief among whom is the YTL
Corporation. We are truly grateful to Dato Mark Yeoh for providing us this meeting venue
in downtown Kuala Lumpur and the necessary funding to cover the cost of this seminar. I
believe that ICS' partnership with YTL is founded upon shared visions and enduring
values. As we mourn the recent passing of Tan Sri Yeoh Tiong Lay, we are mindful that the
late patriarch of the YTL family was not merely an outstanding entrepreneur and
industrialist, but a generous philanthropist who worked tirelessly to advance the good of
humanity, through education specifically. Our attendance here on this day, as a community
of scholars, may be seen as a celebration and continuation of the late Tan Sri's remarkable
legacy.
Indeed, this seminar brings together a preeminent group of international experts
representing the diverse philosophical and religious traditions of China today, namely,
Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity. And with an impressive
program in place, it is hope that through this full day of scholarly exchange we will gain
new perspectives and clearer understanding of the phenomenal changes taking place
within China.
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SEMINAR OBJECTIVES

Sidelined for much of the 20th century, ancient philosophical and religious traditions are
reclaiming their space within modern China's public square. The ICS international seminar
will examine these ongoing developments and explore their impacts on the PRC and the
world-at-large. We plan to investigate these phenomena under three main themes and from
a multiple religious perspective.

State and Religion :
With cautious toleration contemporary China secular rulers are responding variedly
towards the masses' reembrace of religiosity, ranging from state sanction of Confucianism
to tacit support of Chinese Buddhism, and guarded accommodation of Christianity to stern
administration of the Tibetan and Uyghers constituents. This multifarious approach
underscores the mainland's complex religious topography, necessitating the government's
differentiated measures, tailored to the peculiarities of each traditions. This seminar will
evaluate Beijing's intricate management of the freedom and order dialectic. On the one
hand ceding greater liberty yet staying watchful over the risk of religion instigated
exigencies. We plan to analyze the nature of these concerns ((ideological and ethnic
conflicts, national security and social instabilities) and examine how these consternations
still impede the growth of Chinese religiosity. As reform continues apace, will Beijing
loosen its firm grip on religious freedom, especially in the autonomous region?

Religion and Society :
Marxism retreat is inducing not merely an ideological but a moral vacuum in the PRC.
And this resultant void is fueling the Chinese yearning for ethical rectitude and spiritual
certainty. Once abandoned, temples, churches, and mosques are being restored, investing
traditional faith communities with new leases of life. The aim of this section is to analyze
the scope and essence of these transformations, from institutional restructuring at the
national level to communal reconstitutions at the grassroots level. We will identify the
actors and factors that are working to reinfuse convictions to a milieu mired in listlessness.
More broadly, could the return of the sacred order spell the retreat of secularism, and will
this lead to a post secular China?

Religion and International Relations :
As with most China affairs, the revived religiosity has repercussions beyond the mainland.
The worldwide establishment of the Confucius Institute is one apt example. These
traditional resources are in fact actively cultivated by Beijing as part of its soft power
arsenal. Representations from Chinese Buddhism and Hui Muslims have been utilized to
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promote ties with countries in Southeast Asia and the Middle East. Not all international
experiences are positive, the testy relations between Beijing and the Vatican is case in
point. Regardless, religion is likely to play an increasing role in China's cultural diplomacy,
perhaps even reconfiguring the international norms. Indeed, some are seeing in these
philosophical and religions developments the making of a new global governance. Will a
resurgent Confucian China, for instance, posits an alternative to the existing world order
founded on Western liberal democracy?

The Multi-Religious Perspective :
Our aim is to examine these themes from the perspective of the diverse philosophical and
religious traditions represented in China today, namely, the Chinese, Islamic, and Christian
traditions. Through these varied lenses we hope to gain a clearer account of the rebirth of
religiosity in China and present a more complete picture of its impact on the state, society,
and the wider world. Although these panels are tradition specific, we hope to facilitate
cross-cultural and inter-religious exchanges through formal as well as informal
interactions. Indeed, with Malaysia in the crosshair of the Belt and Road Initiative, to
support such an inter-civilizational dialogue is timely and pertinent.
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PROGRAMME OUTLINE
08:30 AM

Registration

09:00 AM

OPENING SESSION
Welcome Address: Dr. Ngeow Chow Bing
Bing, Deputy Director, Institute
of China Studies, University of Malaya
Opening Remarks: Datuk Professor Dr. Awang Bulgiba Awang
Mahmud
Mahmud, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic & International),
University of Malaya

09:20 AM

KEYNOTE SPEECH
Moderator
Moderator: Mr. Philip Koh (Senior Law Partner, MKP)
Professor Dato Dr. Osman Bakar (University of Brunei Darussalam)
China's Post-Modern Civilizational Transformation: The Religious
Dimension and Its Implication for Intercultural Dialogue

09:50 AM

Coffee Break

10:00 AM

PANEL 1 : The Chinese Tradition
Moderator
Moderator: Associate Professor Tee Boon Chuan (UTAR, Malaysia)
1.

Professor Bai Tongdong (Fudan University)
Cultivating Care Through Family -- The Confucian Path to
Modernity and Transcendence

2.

Professor Fan Ruiping (City University of Hong Kong)
A Confucian Conception of the Common Good for China

3.

Professor Ni Peimin (Beijing Normal University)
"As-if-ism" -- A Model of Confucian Spirituality

4.

Dr. Yam Kah Kean (University of Malaya)
Whither the Fate of Daoism in China Today?

12:00 PM

Lunch

01:00 PM

PANEL 2: The Islamic Tradition
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Moderator
Moderator: Professor Dato Mohamad Abu Bakar (UM)
1.

Assistant Professor Ma Haiyun (Frostburg State University, USA)
New Challenges to Islam and Muslims of China: From Diet to
Rights

2.

Professor Wang Yujie (Renmin University, Beijing)
Domestic Migration of Chinese Muslims: Some Reflections

3.

Associate Professor James Frankel (CUHK, Hong Kong)
Islam in China and Global Chinese -Islamic Relations

4.

Associate Professor Haslina Ibrahim (IIUM, Malaysia)
Intercultural Discourse and Engagements as Part of Fiqh of
Minorities (Fiqh al-Aqalliyyat): The Case of Muslims in China

03:00 PM

Coffee Break

03:15 PM

PANEL 3 : The Christian Tradition
Moderator
Moderator: Dato' Steven Wong (ISIS, Malaysia)

05:15 PM

1.

Associate Professor Huang Yuqin (East China UST, Shanghai)
The Rise of Foreign-Educated Chinese Christian Returnees as a
New Religious Force in Shanghai

2.

Associate Professor Gerda Wielander (Westminster U, London)
Rejecting the Civil Society Paradigm – Chinese Christian Values
and China’s Hegemonic Discourses

3.

Professor Philip Wickeri (HKSKH Ming Hua TC, Hong Kong)
The Sinicization of Christianity in China: The Political and
Ecclesial Impact

4.

Dr. Peter Chang (University of Malaya)
The Growth of Chinese Christianity and The Remaking of World
Christianity

CLOSING REMARKS
Dr. Peter Chang (University of Malaya)

05:30 PM

END OF SEMINAR

06: 00 PM

Official Dinner at Vistana Hotel
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ABSTRACTS AND SPEAKERS INFORMATION
KEYNOTE SPEECH

MODERATOR: Mr. Philip Koh (Senior Partner, MKP))
Biodata : Mr Koh is the Senior Law Partner at MKP, with expertise in three worlds: the
academic, the profession and industry. He has been in involved in a number of landmark
Public and Constitutional cases which has shaped public discourse. Mr Koh's writings
have been widely published. He has served as an Adjunct Professor of Deakin University
and as visiting Fulbright Scholar attached to the Harvard University Economics
Department. Mr Koh also has a Masters of Law (LLM) from Kings College University of
London and Masters of Arts (Theology) from Australian Catholic University. He is also
the Founding Chair of World Vision Malaysia.

SPEAKER: Professor Dato Dr. Osman Bakar (University Brunei
Darussalam)
Title : China's Post-Modern Civilizational Transformation: The Religious Dimension
and Its Implication for Intercultural Dialogue
ABSTRACT: The postmodern era in the West began at about the same time as the rise of
Communist rule in China under the leadership of Mao Zedong. Viewed as ideas and
thoughts, postmodernism and Communism have common epistemological roots in the
modern West. Interestingly, from the ideological point of view, while the West was leaving
modernity behind for a new epoch of thought known as postmodernity, China was still
bound to the Newtonian scientific worldview that defined the modern mind-set, which
postmodernism has rejected as being no longer in conformity with new realities in the
physical world that science itself has revealed. Notwithstanding the visible cracks and
holes in the philosophical foundation of Marxist “scientific socialism,” Mao with his own
interpretation of Marxist ideology and with revolutionary zeal embarked on a thorough
and massive socio-economic and cultural transformation of China that left a profound
civilizational impact on the country. After nearly three decades of Mao’s rule that included
a decade of the infamous Cultural Revolution, not only was the country’s traditional
socio-economic life structurally transformed, but its cultural and intellectual tradition
largely destroyed as well, including the important religious dimension.
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In the post-Mao era, as consequences of major policy changes brought about first by
Deng Xiaoping and since more recently by Xi Jinping, further civilizational
transformations took place albeit mainly in the economic domain, thereby taking China on
a civilizational pendulum swing from Communism to state Capitalism. Unfortunately for
religion, there were no initiatives in Communist China in the cultural and intellectual
domain that could be compared in scope and significance to Deng’s economic liberalism
and reforms and Xi’s economic globalism. The Communist Party remains ideologically
committed to the pursuit of materialist civilization within the framework of “socialist
values with Chinese characteristics.” Xi’s reassertion of this ideological commitment in an
era of global religious revival poses serious existential challenges to religion and religions
in contemporary China. Christianity and Islam in particular will have to face the
theological challenge of having to come to terms with this latest phase of “Sinicization of
religion” in Chinese history. Outside China, postmodernism has been associated with such
newfound values as tolerance if not appreciation of cultural diversity and pluralism.
Within the country, however, it would be too much to expect sympathy to this particular
social value from the Communist leadership. In the light of the common ideological
challenge posed to religion and religions in China it would only be appropriate that,
wherever possible, constructive interreligious dialogues be held to deal with the issues at
hand. This paper would address in greater details the issue of the imperatives of such
interreligious dialogues.
BIODATA: Prof Osman, who earned a doctorate in Islamic philosophy from Temple
University, Philadelphia is currently a Distinguished Professor at Sultan Omar Ali
Saifuddien Centre for Islamic Studies (SOASCIS), Universiti Brunei Darussalam, which
he formerly headed. He was formerly Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic & Research) of
University of Malaya, Malaysia Chair of Southeast Asian Islam at the Prince Talal
al-Waleed Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding, Georgetown University,
Washington DC and Deputy Chief Executive Officer (CEO), International Institute of
Advanced Islamic Studies, Malaysia (IAIS). An Emeritus Professor of Philosophy of
Science at the Department of Science and Technology Studies, University of Malaya Dr
Bakar is an author of 20 books and more than 300 articles on various aspects of Islamic
thought and civilization, particularly Islamic science and philosophy and Islam in
Southeast Asia. He was a member of the Council of 100 Leaders of the West-Islamic
World Initiative for Dialogue founded by the World Economic Forum, Davos, Switzerland.
He has been named several times among the 500 most influential Muslims in the world. In
1994 he was made a Dato’ by HH the Sultan of Pahang and in 2000 a Datuk by the
Malaysian King. His two most well-known books, Classification of Knowledge in Islam
and Tawhid and Science have been translated into numerous languages. His latest books
are Islamic Civilization and the Modern World: Thematic Essays (2014), Quranic Pictures
of the Universe: The Scriptural Foundation of Islamic Cosmology (2016), and Islamic
Perspectives on Science and Technology (co-editor, 2016).
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PANEL 1: THE CHINESE TRADITIONS

MODERATOR: Associate Professor Tee Boon Chuan (UTAR, Malaysia)
BIODATA : Dr Tee is the Associate Professor of Chinese and Comparative Studies at
University of Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR), Malaysia. He spent 13 years in Taiwan
studying Chinese and Islam Philosophy at Tunghai University and National Central
University. In 2004 Dr Tee completed his doctoral degree and is currently serving as the
Deputy Dean of Institute of Chinese Studies, UTAR. He is also an assessor of the
Malaysian Qualifications Agency (MQA) and MyRA of Ministry of Higher Education
(MOHE), Malaysia. His other affiliations included a visiting professorship at Hengyang
Normal University (China), Council Member of the International Confucian Association
(ICA, Beijing) and a Fellow to Centre for Buddhist Studies in Foguang University,
Taiwan.

SPEAKER 1: Professor Bai Tongdong (Fudan University)
TITLE: Cultivating Care Through Family -- The Confucian Path to Modernity and
Transcendence
ABSTRACT: Christianity and Confucianism (and perhaps Islam) emphasize the care for
strangers. The fact that this sentiment is now a mainstream moral value may have
something to do with people's yearning for bonding in a large, well-connected society of
strangers, which I take as a fundamental condition of modernity. For the Confucians, this
compassion for others is best cultivated within the family, and through this familial based
development, humankind can then transcend the here and now, and be led to the eternal
and universal. It is in this sense that I contend the family in Confucianism plays a role
similar to that of God in the Christian and Islamic tradition. From this exegesis I hope a
point of contact between Confucianism and theistic religions such as Christianity and
Islam can be developed, which will in turn pave the way for further inter-civilizational
engagements.

BIODATA: Dr. Bai is a full professor and the Dongfang Chair Professor at the School of
Philosophy at Fudan University. He holds a bachelor degree in nuclear physics and a
master degree in the philosophy of science from Peking University, and a doctoral degree
in philosophy from Boston University. A tenured associate professor at Xavier University
in Cincinnati prior to returning to China, Dr. Bai's research interests include Chinese
philosophy and political philosophy, focusing on the comparative and contemporary
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relevance of traditional Chinese political philosophy. His extensive publications include
some of these latest works: A New Mission of an Old State: The Comparative and
Contemporary Relevance of Classical Confucian Political Philosophy (in Chinese, Peking
University Press). This book is being revised and translated into English with a tentative
title "In Defense of Inequality: Confucian Alternatives to Liberal Democratic Order."
Another of Dr Bai's publication is "China: The Political Philosophy of the Middle
Kingdom" (Zed Books), which introduces in English, traditional Chinese political
philosophy, from a comparative perspective, with emphasis on its present-day relevance

SPEAKER 2: Professor Fan Ruiping (City University of Hong Kong)
TITLE: A Confucian Conception of the Common Good for China
ABSTRACT: This presentation argues that China should reconstruct a proper conception
of the common good based on its own Confucian tradition. This conception should differ
from the liberal conception, namely that of social justice in terms of a few thin goods such
as liberties, rights, opportunity, and income, since the overlapping consensus of the
Chinese are not such liberal beliefs. It should also differ from the Confucian religious view,
because many Chinese do not believe in Confucian religion, although they support
Confucian morality. Instead, this conception should be a moral version rooted in the
Confucian religion but accepted by the Chinese people believing other religions, such as
Buddhism and Daoism. In short, it is a moral conception, neither purely religious nor only
political, to be suitably constructed to inform and direct Chinese society.
BIODATA: Ruiping Fan, BM, Ph.D., is Chair Professor of Bioethics and Public Policy in
the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences at the City University of Hong Kong. He
serves as Associate Editor of the Journal of Medicine & Philosophy, Associate Editor of
Chinese Medical Ethics, Co-Editor of International Journal of Chinese & Comparative
Philosophy of Medicine, and Editor of Asian Studies in the Philosophy of Medicine &
Bioethics book series. Professor Fan's research focuses on Confucian bioethics, Chinese
and comparative philosophy, and ethics and public policy. In addition to over 140 journal
articles and book chapters (80 in English and 60 in Chinese) published, he has also
authored Reconstructionist Confucianism: Rethinking Morality after the West (in English,
2010) and Contemporary Confucian Bioethics (in Chinese, 2011). He was the editor or
co-editor of Confucian Bioethics (in English, 1999), Confucian Society and the Revival of
Dao (in Chinese, 2008), the Renaissance of Confucianism in Contemporary China (in
English, 2011), Confucian Constitution and China’s Future (in Chinese, 2012), Ritual and
the Moral Life (in English, 2012), Confucian Constitutional Order (in English, 2013),
Family-oriented Informed Consent: East Asian and American Perspectives (in English,
2015), and Building Chinese Bioethics: New Explorations (in Chinese, 2017).
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SPEAKER 3: Professor Ni Peimin (Beijing Normal University)
TITLE: "As-if-ism "-- A Model of Confucian Spirituality
ABSTRACT: With its revival, the subject of Confucian spirituality once again raises
contention. This paper argues that Confucianism does not fit into standard categorizations;
neither theism, atheism, skepticism or agnosticism. Drawing on Confucius’ expression of
“sacrificing to the spirits as if the spirits were present” (Analects, 3.12), Confucian
spirituality might be called an “as-if-ism.” The emphasis of this “as-if” approach is not
whether beliefs are true or false; rather it focuses on the way of life and the practical
implications of beliefs. With this "as-if" approach, Confucianism turned what was
previously a method of gaining access to external deities into one of creating spirituality
from within humanity. It transformed human contact with the divine into an internal
communion with one’s own sense of reverence, hence allowed everyone to become the
very origin of spirituality. This paper then explains that Confucian "as-if-ism" justification
is not base on objective truth but on being objectively effective in generating spirituality.
On this basis, I argue that this "as-if-ism" is compatible with religious pluralism without
succumbing to relativism. Instead of letting believers to hide behind assertion such as the
“will of god”, Confucian "as-if-ism" compels people to take responsibility for their beliefs,
thus allowing the critical evaluation of all religious traditions base on its instrumental
values. As such, spirituality need not be treated as personal preferences confined to the
private sphere but a subject of the public realm and of vital importance to the common
good. Even so, the paper will conclude with the admission that problems remain due to the
difficulties in measuring 'as-if-ism'. On the one hand it could easily slip into random forms
of superstition, and on the other hand be used for all sorts of pragmatic purposes in the
name of religion.
BIODATA: Peimin Ni earned his B.A and M.A. degrees from Fudan University and Ph.D.
in philosophy from the University of Connecticut. He is Professor of Philosophy at Grand
Valley State University and Distinguished Professor at Beijing Normal University in China,
serving also as the Editor-in-Chief of the ACPA book series on Chinese and Comparative
Philosophy. He has served as a visiting Professor at the University of Hawaii and the
University of Hong Kong, President of the Association of Chinese Philosophers in
America, and President of the Society of Asian and Comparative Philosophy. Dr Ni's
research is focused on East-West comparative philosophy, with his signature emphasis on
the “gongfu perspective” which not only reads Chinese philosophy in its own terms but
also sheds new light on Western philosophy. His publications include On Confucius,
Thomas Reid, Confucius—The Man and the Way of Gongfu,Wandering--Brush and Pen in
Philosophical Reflection, Understanding the Analects of Confucius: A New Translation of
the Lunyu with Annotations and over 70 philosophical essays.
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SPEAKER 4: Dr. Yam Kah Kean (University of Malaya)
TITLE: Whither the Fate of Daoism in China Today?
ABSTRACT: Since the turn of the new millennium, Daoism in China has undergone
rapid developments. Apart from the restoration of monasteries and temples, the number of
believers is also growing, especially among the youths, with some becoming ordained as
Daoist priests. The publication of the Zhonghua Daozang (Daoist Canon of China) in 2004,
which contains approximately 6000 fascicles of Daoist precepts, may be seen as the high
point whereupon this native Chinese religion began its path of rejuvenation. This paper
aims to elaborate the fate of Daoism from the late Qing Dynasty period to the modern days,
focusing on issues pertaining to institutional order, clergy training, restoration of sacred
worship places, and readaptation of doctrine. How the Daoists interact with the other
Chinese popular religion will also be discussed.
BIODATA: Dr. Yam earned his Doctor of Philosophy degree from the University of
London. He is currently based at the Department of Chinese Studies, University of Malaya
teaching courses related to Chinese Philosophy, Chinese Religion, Chinese History, and
Chinese Culture. His research interests cover mainly Taoism, Confucianism and Chinese
Philosophy. Dr. Yam's publication included a book titled. Daojiao de Shangdi Guan
(Concept of God in Taoism). He has also published numerous articles addressing subjects
pertaining to Tang Junyi's moral philosophy, the development of the Daoist doctrine from
the second to the sixth century, the position of Chinese philosophy in the field of Sinology,
the concept of "trinity" in Daoism, filial piety in Chinese tradition, and comparison of
Buddhist and Taoist "Emptiness". Dr. Yam is the founding member and President of the
Daoist Association of Malaysia.
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PANEL 2: THE ISLAMIC TRADITION

MODERATOR
MODERATOR: Professor Dato Mohamad Abu Bakar (University of
Malaya)
BIODATA : Prof. Mohamad was the former Head of the Department of the International
and Strategic Studies, University of Malaya. He was also the 12th Tun Abdul Razak
Chair-holder, at Ohio University, U.S.A. Prof. Mohamad other international appointments
included: Visiting Professor, La Plata National University, Argentina, Visiting Fellow at
the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies, England, Fulbright Visiting Scholar at the
University of Washington, U.S.A, Visiting Fellow at Victoria University of Wellington,
New Zealand and Visiting Lecturer with the Department of Malaysian Studies, Cairo
University.

SPEAKER 1: Assistant Professor Ma Haiyun (Frostburg State University,
USA)
TITLE: New Challenges to Islam and Muslims of China: From Diet to Rights
ABSTRACT: The world's attention has been drawn to new developments within the
Muslim communities in various parts of China, outside of Xinjiang. Lately the
Chinese-speaking Hui Muslims are reporting of increasing discriminations, as they
encounter new restrictive rights imposed by local authorities and an upsurge in disparaging
remarks made against Islam in social media. Indeed, Islamophobia is on the rise in China
today. By reviewing some of these incidents, this paper will analyze the current state of
affairs between the Chinese government and Islam. This analysis will be set within the
broader context of the rise of China as a global power, heightened Han nationalism, and
the economic and political challenges faced along the frontier. With reference to the late
Imperial China policies towards Islam, I then conclude by putting forward some
recommendations on how Beijing can improve and enhance its relationship with the
Chinese Muslim community.
BIODATA: Dr. Ma earned his MA in anthropology from the Central University of
Nationalities (China) and PhD in history from Georgetown University. Prof. Ma currently
teaches in the history department at Frostburg State University in Maryland
(hma@frostburg.edu). His teaching and research interests include Chinese History, Islam
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and Muslims of China (including Xinjiang), and China-Islamic world relations. Prof. Ma
founded the Zhenghe International Peace Foundation devoted to promoting economic and
cultural communications between China and the Islamic world.

SPEAKER 2: Professor Wang Yujie (Renmin University, Beijing)
TITLE: Domestic Migration of Chinese Muslims: Some Reflections
ABSTRACT: There are about 23 million Muslims in China today, 70% of whom live in
the northwestern provinces. Decades following the reform era, China's unrelenting
industrialization has lead to an unprecedented increase in the urban migration of the rural
Chinese population. The Chinese Muslim were similarly caught in this social upheaval
with many leaving their hometowns for faraway cities. Like everyone else, economic is
the primary motivation driving the Muslims migration. However, there are certain
motivational factors distinct to the Chinese Muslim experience. To be sure as a floating
population, the Muslims encountered difficulties common to others, such as limited rights
and restricted access to social welfare. But due to their religious beliefs, they are
confronted with additional problems, further complicating their strained ties with the
Chinese state. In this paper I will compare and contrast the general Chinese masses and the
Muslim experience, explicating some of the peculiar challenges the latter faced as urban
migrants within a fast changing China.
BIODATA: Dr Wang is the Professor of Islamic Studies, and the associate Dean of School
of Philosophy, at Renmin University, Beijing. Her research field includes Islam in
Contemporary World and Shi'ism Islam. Dr Wang is the author of several books, including
Religions and Contemporary Chinese Society, and Religion and State:A Study on Shi'ism
in the Contemporary World. She is also a board member of the Chinese Society of
Religious Studies and Chinese Society of Middle Eastern Studies.

SPEAKER 3: Associate Professor James Frankel (Chinese University of
Hong Kong)
TITLE: Islam in China and Global Chinese -Islamic Relations
ABSTRACT: Commerce along the ancient overland and maritime trade routes
collectively imagined as the “Silk Road” paved the way for a long history of contact
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between the peoples of China and the Islamic world. Muslims reached China within a
century of the life of the Prophet Muhammad (570-632). At the height of their power
Chinese and Islamic empires transacted, sometimes as competitors, sometimes as
collaborators, in military, economic and diplomatic arenas. Continuous relations between
these two major world civilizations has helped shape global history and strongly
influences international affairs today. The arrival of Muslims in China over a 1,200 year
ago created a diaspora population that eventually became naturalized as part of the greater
Chinese society, while other Muslim peoples were absorbed as a result of Chinese imperial
expansion. Consequently, today there is sizeable and diverse Muslim minority population
in the People’s Republic of China, who play an inter-civilizational role, sometimes as
cultural intermediaries, but frequently as political pawns. After an overview of the history
of Chinese-Islamic relations, including the historical and contemporary position of China’s
internal Muslim populations, this paper examines relationships between China and Muslim
countries along the “One Belt, One Road”, speculating about the future of China’s
complex relationship external and domestic relationship with Islam.
BIODATA: Dr. Frankel earned his degrees in East Asian Studies and Religion from
Columbia University in his native New York City. His expertise is in the history of Islam
in China. His scholarly interests in comparative religion, and religious and cultural
synthesis are highlighted in his first book, Rectifying God’s Name: Liu Zhi’s Translation of
Monotheism and Islamic Ritual Law in Neo-Confucian China (University of Hawaiʻi Press,
2011). He is currently an Associate Professor in the Department of Cultural and Religious
Studies at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, where he is also the Director of the
Centre for the Study of Islamic Culture. He teaches and researches on Islam, world
religions, mysticism and religious fundamentalism.

SPEAKER 4: Associate Professor Haslina Ibrahim (International Islamic
University of Malaysia)
TITLE: Intercultural Discourse and Engagements as Part of Fiqh of Minorities (Fiqh
al-Aqalliyyat): The Case of Muslims in China
ABSTRACT: Jurisprudence of minorities (fiqh al-aqalliyyat) is a specific framework in
Islamic Jurisprudence that provides guidance for Muslims living in a majority non-Muslim
contexts leading a life according to Islam and resuming into a positive coexistence and
integration with other religions and cultures. It is a relatively new branch of Islamic
Jurisprudence developed by Yusuf al-Qaradawi and Taha Jabir al-Alwani during the late
90s. This paper seeks to deliberate on the importance of interreligious and intercultural
relation as being part of the fiqh al-aqalliyyat for Muslims living in a non-Muslim
majority country. Instead of delineating the juristic ramifications concerning the dos and
don’ts, the author deliberates the manner in which fiqh al-aqalliyat substantiates the
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Muslims’ (in China) ethos in a way that is constructive to their faith and community, and at
the same time nurturing their sense of allegiance to the country. To illustrate this, it is
fundamental that the five autonomous regions populated by Muslims are aware that to
become a good Muslim is an essential part of being a good citizen. In this regard, the
Muslims in China should be warned against erring towards extremism, exclusivism and
isolationism from the governing authority ( as oppose to groups such as Boko Haram in
Nigeria and Jama’at Abu Sayyaf in Philippines). Considering the huge, diverse population,
and Beijing's policy against religious ideologies with the stringent measures against
segments of its community, Muslims in China need to nurture and demonstrate a sense of
flexibility and openness. As such, it is useful to learn from some Muslim minorities
successful integration with the non-Muslim majority and the state, the Singaporean
Muslims experience is one. The paper ends with recommendations on developing
intercultural discourse and engagement in order to enhance the status of Islam and
Muslims in China.
BIODATA: Dr. Haslina is an Associate Professor at the Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed
Knowledge & Human Sciences of the International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM).
She obtained her MA and PHD in Usuluddin and Comparative Religion from IIUM and
was appointed a teaching staff in 2003. Her research interest covers religious studies,
inter-religious relationship and Islamic da’wah. She has held various administrative
positions including Deputy Dean of Student Affairs, Deputy Director of SHAS Mosque
and Head of Student Learning Enhancement Unit (SLEU). Dr Haslina has also served as a
Visiting Researcher at the Religious Studies Department, Victoria University of
Wellington, and a Visiting scholar at Islamic and Strategic Solutions Institute (ISSI)
Malaysia at which she still retains her position as a research fellow. She is an active
member of Majlis Perwakilan Wanita Islam Malaysia (MPWIM) hosted by Yayasan
Dakwah Islamiah Malaysia (YADIM).
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PANEL 3: THE CHRISTIAN TRADITION

MODERATOR
MODERATOR: Dato' Steven Wong (Institute of Strategic and International
Studies, Malaysia)
BIODATA: Dato’ Steven Wong is the Deputy Chief Executive of the Institute of Strategic
and International Studies (ISIS) Malaysia. He has extensive experience in global, regional
and national political economic affairs. Dato' Steven was Malaysia’s principal
representative to the OECD’s Dynamic Asian Economies Dialogue (1989-92) and has
been on the secretariats of two ASEAN eminent persons groups (1987 and 1992). He has
also served the Malaysian National Committee for the Pacific Economic Cooperation
Council (PECC) and is active in the Network of East Asian Think Tanks (NEAT), among
others. In addition, Dato' Steven serves as a columnist for the New Straits Times where he
writes on issues pertaining to national unity and social cohesion.

SPEAKER 1: Associate Professor Huang Yuqin (East China University of
Science and Technology, Shanghai)
TITLE: The Rise of Foreign-Educated Chinese Christian Returnees as a New
Religious Force in Shanghai
ABSTRACT: Since the late 1970s, there have been millions of Chinese going abroad as
students and scholars. Among them, a big proportion have been exposed to the
proselytizing endeavor of overseas Chinese Christian communities and eventually
converted to Christianity before returning to China. Known as “returnee Christians”
(haigui jidutu 海 归 基 督 徒 ), they have caught much attention of Chinese Christian
Communities, both at home and abroad; and are deemed as an important force in the
recent rise of Protestant Christianity in Chinese metropolises. Drawn upon information
gained from in-depth interviews and participant observation among Chinese Christian
Communities in the UK and Germany, and among foreign-educated Christian returnees in
Shanghai, this research examines the complex global-local dynamics during these
returnees’ resettlement in the local Christian community in Shanghai. It intends to ask and
answer: how these Christians have negotiated with their religious identities upon the return?
How the emergence of these Christians and their transnational religious networks has
impacted the global configuration of Chinese Christianity? How these foreign-educated
Chinese Christian returnees have become a new religious force in Shanghai? How their
transnational aspects and their encounter with the indigenous Christians have blurred the
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boundary of indigenized/foreign and further complicated the issue of “indigenisation”?
BIODATA: Dr Huang is currently an Associate Professor of Sociology at East China
University of Science and Technology (ECUST) in Shanghai. She was a Research Fellow
at the Max Planck Institute for the Studies of Religious and Ethnic Diversity, Göttingen,
Germany between 2009 and 2013. Having received her PhD in Sociology at the University
of Essex, UK, her research mainly focuses on gender and development, family and
marriage, and religion. Her articles on these topics have been published in journals such as
Asian Population Studies, Asia Pacific Journal of Anthropology, Social Compass, Journal
of Comparative Family Studies, Sociological Studies, and edited volumes published by
Routledge, Edward Elgar and Brill.

SPEAKER 2: Associate Professor Gerda Wielander (Westminster
University)
TITLE: Rejecting the Civil Society Paradigm – Chinese Christian Values and China
China’’s
Hegemonic Discourses
ABSTRACT: This paper argues that the civil society and civic community paradigms as
formulated by Habermas and Putnam are inappropriate frameworks to analyse the
relationship between “the church” and the Chinese state. In reference to the call for a
theology of the Chinese language (hanyu shenxue), this paper argues for a Chinese-centred
theoretical approach to understanding the dynamics within which Chinese Christians
negotiate their existence and their values with the authoritarian Chinese state. The paper
argues that holding onto expectations of the emergence of a Chinese ‘civil society’ in
Habermas’ sense, in which Chinese Christians may or may not play a crucial role, prevents
us from seeing the processes of “translation” of political ideology in the social and
political conditions of the different churches (these include the adoption of “suzhi”
discourses, for example), but also the “translation” of Christian values into the dominant
state discourse (in the form of a more emotive and spiritual rhetoric, for example). The
paper will provide examples for such instances of “translation” and will argue that it is in
such instances of “translation” within this “consensual space” where Chinese Christians –
who inhabit many different identities in their interaction with the Chinese state beyond
being members of a specific church – can play a significant role in shaping China’s social
and political landscape, without being able to change the system itself.
BIODATA: Dr Wielander is an Associate Professor in Chinese Studies and Head of
Modern Languages and Cultures at the University of Westminster, London. Her research
focuses on the link between the spiritual and the political in contemporary China. She is
the author of Christian Values in Communist China (Routledge 2013), editor of the
forthcoming Chinese Discourses on Happiness (Hong Kong University Press 2018), as
well as author of a number of journal articles (in The China Journal, The China Quarterly,
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Christianity. She is currently researching the appearance of xinyang in Chinese political
discourse as well as the development of a Chinese cultural psychology. She is co-editor of
The Journal of the British Association for Chinese Studies.

SPEAKER 3: Professor Philip Wickeri (HKSKH Ming Hua Theological
College, Hong Kong)
TITLE: The Sinicization of Christianity in China: The Political and Ecclesial Impact
ABSTRACT: The call for the sinicization of religion in China has been raised over the
last several years, with different meanings given to the term. Since the April 2016
“Conference on Religious Work,” the sinicization of all religious has been made explicit
as a political mandate. It is part of Xi Jinping’s call for a “socialist theory of religions.”
Sinicization means religious believers should positively relate themselves to Chinese
culture, the Chinese state and contemporary society. It is designed to strengthen the
Chineseness of religion and inhibit “foreign infiltration” in the government’s view. This
paper considers the background and conditions of religious sinicization, particularly with
regard to Christianity. It goes on to analyse the idea as it is reflected in the recently
promulgated “Ordinance on Religious Affairs” (which goes into effect on February 1,
2018) and review the present situation of church-state relations in this light. The paper
then discusses the current situation of Christianity in China, particularly the pluralization
of Christian communities, new avenues for church registration and the devolution of the
structures of government and religious authority. In conclusion, the paper introduces the
idea of an “Erastianism with Chinese characteristics” in church-state relations, making a
comparison with the ideas of the Swiss Reformer Thomas Erastus (1524–83) in a Chinese
context. In so doing, I suggest that a new situation of church-state affairs is evolving, one
that allows for considerable latitude of Christian expression and ecclesial existence, while
maintaining government authority over the social structure and political function of
religious bodies under the rule of law. This is consistent with the relations between religion
and the state in premodern China, but significantly modified by Chinese socialist theory
and practice.
BIODATA: Professor Wickeri is Advisor to the Archbishop on Theological and Historical
Studies, the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui (Anglican-Episcopal), and Provincial Archivist
for the HKSKH. He teaches at Ming Hua Theological College and is Adjunct Professor of
Interdisciplinary Studies at the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, California (USA),
and Visiting Professor in the Department of History, Shanghai University, China. From
1985 to 1998, Professor Wickeri served as the Overseas Co-ordinator for the China-based
Amity Foundation, and in 1991 was ordained to the priesthood by Bishop K. H. Ting in
Nanjing. Prior to that, he served the church in Hong Kong and Taiwan, and has taught and
lectured widely in Asia, North America and Europe. Professor Wickeri is interested in the
study of the history of Christianity in East Asia and in intercultural theology. His most
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recent book is Christian Encounters with Chinese Culture: Essays on Anglican and
Episcopal History in China (Hong Kong University Press, 2015) He is the author of the
award winning Reconstructing Christianity in China: K. H. Ting and the Chinese Church
(Orbis Books, 2007). He is also co-editor of Chinese Religious Life: Culture, Society and
Politics (Oxford University Press, 2011), which also came out in a Chinese edition in
2011.

SPEAKER 4: Dr. Peter Chang (University of Malaya)
TITLE: The Growth of Chinese Christianity and The Remaking of World Christianity
ABSTRACT: Exceptional numerical growth notwithstanding, it is doubtful Christianity in
China will ever become truly Chinese. This, I argue, is due to fundamental differences
between the Chinese and Christian religious worldview. The ancient Chinese practices an
ethos that readily condone religious syncretism. By contrast, Christianity regards the
intermixing of belief systems an abomination. And Christians in China has largely
maintain this exclusive stance, shunning efforts to syncretize. Therefore, despite a long
history dating back to the Tang dynasty, Christianity never become assimilated into the
native Chinese religious landscape, unlike Buddhism. Herein lies the limits of the
Sinicization of Chinese Christianity. In spite of the concerted nationalization and
indigenization campaign, the Christian church stays segregated from the mainstream
Chinese moral order. In fact, it continues to suffer the stigma of being an alien creed. And
this has global implications. For its numerical size, the China factor is likely to shift
Christendoms' center of gravity further eastwards. That said, I will argue that due to the
retention of an exclusive theology inherited from the West, the Chinese lead remaking of
world Christianity will not change its core essence, and as such remains a 'foreign'
tradition transmitted from the West.
BIODATA: Dr. Chang is trained in the field of comparative philosophy and religion with
specific focus on the Christian and Confucian traditions. His doctoral dissertation from
Harvard University is entitled: A Comparative Study of Bishop Joseph Butler’s and the
Neo-Confucianist Wang Yang-ming’s Conception of Conscience. Since then, Dr. Chang's
research has taken on a more applied ethics and multidisciplinary trajectory. In a recently
completed book manuscript entitled: Confucianism in a post-Marxist China and a
postmodern world, he analyzed the new lease of life ancient philosophical and religious
traditions are relishing in modern China. Currently at the Institute of China Studies,
University Malaya, Dr. Chang's research project analyzes the opportunities and risks
associated with the One Belt One Road initiative. He is examining this from the
perspective of China's soft power, specifically the Chinese traditional as well as pop
cultural, positive or otherwise, imprints upon the world at large in general, and Malaysia in
particular.
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